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A BIT ABOUT THANKSGIVING  

 

What has come down in American tradition as the ‘Thanksgiving’ was originally a harvest festival. In the 

spring of 1621, the colonists planted their first crops in Patuxet’s abandoned fields. While they had limited 

success with wheat and barley, their corn crop proved very successful, thanks to Squanto, who taught them 

how to plant corn in hills, using fish as a fertilizer. 

 

In October of 1621, just one year after they arrived in America, the Pilgrims celebrated their first harvest with 

feasting and games, as was the custom in England, as well as prayer. The celebration served to boost the 

morale of the 50 remaining colonists and also to impress their allies.  

 

Detail from Brownscombe's First Thanksgiving 

 

The Pilgrims would not have called the event of 1621 a "Thanksgiving." The Separatist Puritans recognized 

three kinds of holidays as sanctioned by the Bible: the Sabbath, days of thanksgiving, and fast days. Unlike 

the Sabbath, days of thanksgiving and fast days were not part of the established calendar. They were 

proclaimed by the governor only in response to a specific situation. A religious day of fasting could be 

invoked by a drought or war and a religious day of thanksgiving could be called to celebrate a particularly 

good harvest or providential rainfall. Although the event of 1621 is known today as the "First Thanksgiving," 

that harvest feast had many secular elements and would not have been considered a religious day of 

thanksgiving by the Pilgrims.  

 

Later Significance of Thanksgiving 

  

The religious day of thanksgiving gradually evolved into a yearly Thanksgiving customarily held on a 

Thursday in November. As America grew and New Englanders moved to new states, the custom of an 

annual Thanksgiving Day took root throughout the country. The religious holiday added secular overtones, 

celebrating abundance, family and national unity. 

 

The Pilgrim Fathers incorporated a yearly Thanksgiving Day among the moral influences they sent over the 

New World.  After the Independence, the light crept slowly onward and westward, still blessing and 

beautifying the homes it reached. However, Thanksgiving was not yet part of the national calendar. The 

governor of each state would determine when (or if) a Thanksgiving would be held. It did not become an 

annual national holiday until President Abraham Lincoln's 1863 proclamation, and every President since has 

proclaimed an annual national Thanksgiving. In 1939, President Franklin Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving 

from the last Thursday to the third Thursday in November, to extend the Christmas shopping season. In 

1941, this unpopular move inspired Congress to permanently fix the date on the fourth Thursday of 

November. 

 

Thanksgiving has proved one of the most enduring and popular symbols of the Pilgrims. Millions of 

immigrants who arrived in America between 1880 and 1920 learned "Americanism" from the story of the 

Pilgrims and their celebration of Thanksgiving. Today, as we celebrate America's multicultural heritage, the 

story of the Pilgrims and Wampanoag sharing a harvest celebration remains an inspiration to many. 

 
 Adapted from Holidays.com 





Mark 






 







A   The  world  needs  it  more than wars, 

rivalries and disagreement. 

 

B  Consequently, from that moment on, 

that was a date observed more and 

more frequently, and included 

dedicated followers of different 

religions, which turned this celebration 

into a symbol of tolerance. 

 

C  tradition which dates back to the very 

beginning of the American 

colonization. 

 

D   In South America, many of the native 

Indian cultures contain expressions of 

gratitude and thanksgiving. 

 

E  Oddly enough, however, this event 

was never repeated and most pious 

pilgrims observed a day of 

thanksgiving with prayer and fasting, 

not feasting 

  

F   In Belfast, Northern Ireland, land has 

been set aside to establish a 

Thanksgiving Square. 

 

G  This  is  one  of  the  things  people 

appreciate the most about 

Thanksgiving – they can see their 

dearest ones, share their traditions 

and have a nice time together. 

 

H   In  addition  to  thanksgiving  

traditions brought to North America by 

settlers from many parts of the world, 

some authorities link the American 

thanksgiving with the ancient Jewish 

observance of Sukkot in the fall, 

which expresses thanks to God for 

the bounty of the earth.  

 


